
 

Supplementary table 1. Subgroup analysis from studies that described recurrence risks in 

medically treated cohorts both at three to four years and at five or more years of follow-up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplementary table 2. Meta-analysis of recurrence risk after AED withdrawal in surgical 

cohorts, in studies that reported follow-up from surgery instead of follow-up from initiation of 

AED withdrawal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow-up no. studies 
(no. patients) 

Recurrence risk 
(95% CI) Heterogeneity I2 (95% CI) 

3-4 years 7 (905) 28.9% (22.5-36.4) 72.0 (33.3-93.7) 
5 or more years 7 (905) 29.6% (22.9-37.3) 73.5 (36.8-94.0) 

 Follow-up after 
surgery 

No. studies 
(no. patients) 

Recurrence risk 
(95% CI) 

Heterogeneity I2 
(95% CI) 

Surgical cohorts 
(in total 11 studies; 
1,303 patients) 

1 year 1 (84) 9.5% (-) - 
2 years 3 (217) 19.6% (5.8-49.2) 56.7 (0.0-99.4) 
3 or 4 years 4 (598) 27.4% (14.8-45.0) 83.2 (46.5-97.9) 
5 or more years 5 (640) 33.9% (22.8-47.1) 82.6 (54.6-97.0) 



 

 

Supplementary table 3. Quality appraisal of prognostic studies (Hayden et al., 2006) 

+: bias was sufficiently limited; ±: potential for bias was partly present; -: high potential for 

bias. 

 

Publication Study 
participation 

Study 
attrition 

Prognostic 
factor 

measurement 

Outcome 
measurement 

Confounding 
measurement 
and account 

Analysis and 
reporting 

Medical cohorts       
Li et al., 2014 - +/- - + - - 
Su et al., 2013 - +/- - + - - 
Pavlovic et al., 2012 + - +/- + - - 
Verrotti et al., 2012 - - + + - - 
Ramos-Lizana et al., 
2010 

+ + + + + - 

Vurucu et al., 2010 - - +/- + - - 
Olmez et al., 2009 + - + + - - 
Lossius et al., 2008 + + - + - - 
Geerts et al., 2005 + + + + +/- - 
Ohta et al., 2004 +/- + +/- + - - 
Cardoso et al., 2003 +/- +/- + + - - 
Specchio et al., 2002 + - + + - +/- 
Altunbasak et al., 1999 + - +/- + - - 
Caviedes and Herranz, 
1998 

+ + + + +/- - 

Braathen and Melander, 
1997 

- - +/- + +/- - 

Dooley et al., 1996  - + +/- + +/- - 
Shinnar et al., 1994 + + + + +/- - 
Galimberti et al., 1993 - - +/- + +/- +/- 
MRC, 1993 + + +/- + +/- + 
Matricardi et al., 1989 - + +/- + +/- - 
Arts et al., 1988 + - +/- + - - 
Callaghan et al., 1988 - + +/- + - - 
Bouma et al., 1987 + + + + - - 
Overweg et al., 1987 +/- +/- + + - - 
Shinnar et al., 1985 - + + + +/- - 
Holowach-Thurston, et 
al., 1982 

- + - + +/- - 

Emerson et al., 1981 + + + + +/- - 
Surgical cohorts       

Yardi et al., 2014 +/- + - + - - 
Boshuisen et al., 2012 +/- + + + + + 
Menon et al., 2012 + + - + - - 
Rathore et al., 2011 + - +/- + +/- + 
Park et al., 2010 + +/- +/- + +/- - 
Lee et al., 2008 + + +/- + - - 
Lachhwani et al., 2008 + - +/- + +/- - 
Berg et al., 2006 + + - + - - 

 


